Aggression and Fighting in Yorkshire Terriers

Many people who are not familiar with the Yorkshire terrier breed are under the misconception that a yorkie is a cute little lapdog that can do no harm.  Little do these individuals know, that a yorkie is first and foremost a terrier, and that this breed has an intelligent, independent, and aggressive personality.  Yorkies were originally bred to hunt vermin in the mines of Yorkshire, England.  These dogs would catch their prey, and kill that prey by shaking the vermin until the rodent’s neck snapped.  Even today, a yorkie will eagerly hunt rodents given the opportunity.  Yorkies are territorial animals and have a complete disregard for their size limitations!!  This breed has been known to attack a large dog without hesitation. 

Yorkies in general will typically get along with cats or other dogs, and they will participate in-group play.  However, on occasion, yorkies have been known to show aggression towards other yorkies.  The aggression may be dominant between two males, but females with pups may also show aggression towards another female.  Yorkies of opposite sex may also show aggression towards each other.  This aggression can become deadly as some yorkies will fight until death.  If there is a pack of yorkies, the possibility exists for the pack to turn on the weakest in the bunch, and kill the dog.

Families with multiple young dogs may start experiencing aggressive behavior as the dogs begin to reach maturity.  Statistics show that the behavior usually begins between 12 and 24 months of age.  Spaying or neutering your dog may help to alleviate the aggression.

Once you begin to experience the signs of aggression in two dogs, seek help immediately.  The longer the aggression continues, the less likely you will be successful at eliminating the aggression.  When fighting becomes a routine, the habit becomes harder to correct.  Sometimes, the fighting cannot be corrected.

If you find yourself in a situation where your yorkies have become aggressive with each other, we have some tips that may help the situation:

· Never leave two aggressive yorkies together when you are not at home to supervise.  Keep the yorkies separated by crating them or by putting them in separate rooms.  

· Rule out a medical problem or condition.  Your yorkie may have become aggressive simply because of a medical problem that may cause the dog pain or discomfort. That pain or discomfort may be the trigger towards the aggression.

· Assert yourself as the alpha dog in the pack.  Let your yorkies know that you are in charge, and aggressive behavior will not be tolerated.  A stern voice can help, as well as putting the aggressor in time out.  This may work for minor aggression only.

· Seek out professional assistance via a behaviorist. 

· Spay or neuter your yorkie as this may help with the aggressive behavior.

If all of the above tips do not work for you, you may have to consider placing one of the aggressive dogs in a new home.  If placing the dog in a new home is not an option, than you may find yourself faced with certain lifestyle changes.  You will have to supervise and keep the dogs separated, and rotate family time with each individual dog.

