Bile acids do not diagnose a shunt.  
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Bile acids do not diagnose a shunt.  Bile acids can be increased by any liver disease.  Therefore, when bile acids are high and there is not a shunt, this does not mean the test is a false positive.  It just means people are using the test results wrong.

Occasionally shunt dogs have bile acids that are only mildly increased. Auburn U. CVM reported 6 dogs with bile acids between 17 and 25 that had shunts (normal was less than 10).  Bile acids can be falsely lowered (slightly) if the dogs cannot reabsorb the bile (i.e. intestinal thickening).  They can also be slightly increased or decreased if there is

a lot of fat or ruptured red cells in the blood.

We currently have several dogs that had normal fed bile acids at 8 weeks of age, then slightly increased bile acids at 6 months.  These dogs had congenital portal atresia (HMD).  Bile acids increase when the liver cannot clear them fast enough.  If a dog has good (but not perfect) liver

function, it is possible to have liver disease and normal bile acids if most of the liver is working well.  Our concern is that bile acids may not be the best test to rule out congenital portal atresia (HMD) in our breeding dogs- it may require a liver biopsy.

