05/01/08

I just wanted to take a few (several) minutes to update everyone on the plans for Baby Girl at UT, because we are only 7 days away! Yes, this time next week, I will be in Knoxville!!!
Baby Girl has recovered well from her dental surgery and has completed a round of antibiotics. She went to the vet’s yesterday for her pre-surgery blood work. Having it done at Standifer Gap will save some money when we get to UT. Also, if there are any issues with the levels/indicators, hopefully this would give us some time to correct any problems. She had low iron before her dental and we have been supplementing her food with sweet potato and chicken baby food.

Baby Girl and I will be traveling to The University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine Small Animal Clinic on Tuesday, May 8th. Our appointment is at 10:20am. This is our consultation with the Dr. Sura to go over BG medical history (which is sparse since she’s a rescue), review her current medical files (I’ll be carrying her x-ray and records), go over the trachea stint procedure, and I’m sure that there will be a lot of paperwork and forms to sign. From some other people’s accounts, there is a lot going on at the clinic with emergencies and special cases, so 10:20 may be an approximate time that we may or may not see the Vet. Also, if we have to do any tests, we may have to wait for the specific machines. I hope that I don’t go absolutely out of my mind waiting. It is not that I can’t be patient in extenuating circumstances, but I may or may not know anything at the end of the day. I have planned to spend the night in Knoxville.

Friday, May 9th. The appointment day is usually when testing and consultations are done; surgeries are scheduled for Friday so this is why we have to come back. I hope that I will be taking her in Friday morning for the stint. A vague outline for the procedure is that they will sedate BG, insert a scope to measure her trachea, if they have the size stint needed, they will insert it. 

The big ??? is that there is no way to tell what size stint she’ll need until she is scoped. At that time, they’ll either pull one off the shelf or we’ll get sent home. If they don’t have the size stint needed, then it will have to order it, which supposedly takes a couple of days. I am not sure how long it would take to get another appointment. This will be the moment that I will fall out into the floor like a mental patient coming off their sanity drugs!!! Of course BG can go another week, but I am already so emotionally worked up and mentally exhausted and I haven’t even gotten to UT!
Please pray that they are able to place the stint on May 9th. If everything goes to plan, BG will remain in ICU with 24hr care from Friday until Saturday. She’ll have oxygen and sedatives! Depending on how she is doing, I hope to bring her home Saturday afternoon. But I can stay in Knoxville as long as needed. I have already put in vacation for Thursday-Tuesday.

Once home, it will be imperative to keep Baby Girl from coughing and free of infection. She’ll have antibiotics, cough medicine, and possibly sedatives. After receiving the stint, it will actually imbed in her trachea. The imbedding could take weeks or months, but if she coughs, it could dislodge, shift, or even break the stint. From speaking to other people whose dog has received the stint, BG’s cough should lessen over time. Even though the stint will open her trachea, the natural tendency when you have something in your throat is to cough. 
Baby Girl is so fortunate to have found her way into pug rescue. She is now surrounded by so many people who are here to help her. 
I’ll keep everyone updated via email once we get to UT next week.

