Mini Scare about Baby Girl on Saturday 05/17/08:
I wanted to send out some information on Baby Girl-mostly before Sue gets to work on Monday so that she won’t freak out if she hears from the doctors first…….

Thursday: Baby Girl has been going to the vet’s office each day so they could observe her during the day while I am slaving away for “the man” to pay for all of this (just kidding). On Thursday, the part time vet was there-Dr. Kate Allison, who actually grew up with pugs and is always interested in all fosters that I bring in to them! When I got there to pick up BG Thursday evening, Dr. Allison said that BG had started coughing so they gave her a dose of Hydrocodone. They also sent me home with a dose. BG continued to cough so I gave her a dose Thursday night-this is along with her regular schedule of Torbutrol 4xday. The cough is nothing like before: it doesn’t sound the same probably because her trachea is not flapping against itself, but it is more like a hack. BG continued to cough a couple of times throughout the night. For some reason 3:00am is the magic hour???
Friday: BG went back to her apartment at the vet’s office. The day was pretty uneventful, until the night came. BG woke up at 3:00am coughing again, and again, and again. Still it is not really a cough, but a hack. So I am lying awake from 3:00-5:00 freaking out. I am convinced that the stint is broken and I am alternating between nightmares of having to come up with the $ for another stint or panic attacks that she isn’t going to make it through the weekend. 

Saturday: I already had an appointment to take my other pug girls for their annual vet visits. On the way, I called to tell them I was bringing BG too because she was coughing. When I got there, Dr. Katie Linderman was concerned about BG and met us as soon as we walked in. Naturally, BG wasn’t coughing at that moment, but she did cough while the other girls were being examined. I went over my concerns that I was convinced the stint was either broken or her bronchial tubes were further collapsed. Since I had not slept in 2 nights, I was borderline hysterical. They gave BG a dose of Torbutrol for sedation and probably should have given me one too. They x-rayed her not just once, but 4 times! The stint is not broken!!! I was so relieved and my mind set completely changed for the better. Dr. Katie called UT to put in a call to Dr. Sura. At this point, we are going to add Hydrocodone to the regimen and increase the prednisone dose. Saturday night I gave BG a dose of Torbutrol at 6:00pm, gave a dose of Hydrocodone at 12:00am, and I had a dose of Torb by the bed and gave it to her at 3:00am! She was still coughing. I got up with her at about 3:45am because I was hoping that baby walking her around the living room would help calm her so she could stop coughing. I also wanted to make sure she had water if she needed it. It was at this time that I noticed that my newly purchased “Oregon Scientific Wireless Weather Station with Temperature/Humidity Display and Self-Setting Atomic Clock” was showing that the humidity was at 45%! For 4 years we have been running a De-humidifier at night because we live in an older stucco house and it seems to absorb moisture and the hum of the de-humidifier helps me sleep over the snoring of my husband and pugs.  I have been pretty diligent by not running it as much and trying to keep the humidity at about 55% or more. But I guess since I have been so tired at night, I had just completely forgotten that it was running. I felt horrible that I was contributing to BG coughing and I realized how dry my throat was too. This probably explains why her cough has been so prominent at night and not during the day. So hopefully, we can move past this hurdle and continue with recovery.

