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I looked up all of the canned Wellness products made by Old Mother Hubbard.  I adjusted them all to a dry matter basis to make it possible to compare products, protein for protein.  The Wellness foods end up being 31.8% protein, well over what would be acceptable for a liver shunt or MVD dog.  If you were to compare this to the k/d that was referred to, the protein content in k/d is 15.2%.  

The folks that have these dogs care very much for their dogs, and wish to give them the best care they can, including nutrition.  When a medical condition such as MVD or a liver shunt is diagnosed, nutritional management is important to provide the best quality of life for these little guys.  

Diets that are appropriate are l/d and k/d made by Hill's, and the Hepatic diet by Royal Canin.  Lower protein levels are not the only unique property of these prescription diets.  There are increased vitamin levels, some limited mineral levels, higher digestibility of protein, lower phosphorus, lower sodium, highly digestible carbohydrates, etc.  The diets were designed particularly for diseases of the liver (and kidney disease for the k/d) and they complement medical management well.  

I can certainly understand anyone's wish to purchase different variety and their awareness of cost factors when feeding their pets.  However, with some conditions, proper nutritional management really does make a positive difference.  Liver disease is one of those that responds favorably. 

Regular OTC (over the counter) products are formulated for normal healthy dogs.  There is no need to manufacture these diets with other than normal required levels of nutrients.  It is very costly to create diets specifically for medical conditions, and the cost is reflected in an increased cost to the consumer.  However, this likely ends up being much less than the cost of medical care were the pet's condition mismanaged.  I digress. 

Anyway comment was made that the Hill's k/d was $2.19 per can while the Wellness was just $1.69 per can.  Actually, the 40 cent difference is really minimal, and well worth the difference, considering the research that stands behind these prescription products. The Wellness canned food is 78% water as are many canned products, so really expensive for the less than 1/4 can of nutrients. 

Qualified nutritionists are available to support both clients and veterinarians, as they strive to effectively manage their patients.  Many veterinary colleges now have nutritionists to provide assistance, and qualified individuals are available through other channels to fill the need when no nutritionist is readily available.  

